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German Federal Ministry of Education and Research 

Announcement within the framework of the strategy of the German Federal Government 

for the internationalisation of science and research 

Regulations governing the funding of 

the Science & Technology Cooperation (STC)

with the Republic of Armenia

Of 1 June 2012

1 Funding purpose and legal basis

1.1 Funding purpose

By means of a Memorandum of Understanding signed on 24 August 2011, the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and the State Committee of Science of the Republic of Armenia agreed upon the following joint objectives: 

· To fund cooperation between research institutions, universities and research groups and to develop the relationships between the scientific communities of both countries

· To fund the exchange of scientists and experts, in particular for young scientists 

· To fund scientific cooperation projects that are of common interest 

· To fund the joint participation of German and Armenian institutions in the 7th Framework Programme for research of the EU

· To support the integration of the Armenian scientific community into the European Research Area

Within the context of the Science & Technology Cooperation (STC) agreement concluded between Germany and the Republic of Armenia, the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and the State Committee of Science of the Republic of Armenia together publish this announcement for the preparation of joint R&D projects and sustainable, institutional partnerships. 

1.2 Legal basis

In Germany, project grants can be awarded in accordance with this announcement, the BMBF standard terms and conditions for grants on an expenditure or cost basis and the administrative regulations under sections 23 and 44 of the German Federal Budget Code (BHO). There is no legal entitlement to funding. The funding provider will make a decision at its own proper and dutiful discretion and within the framework of the budget funds available.
In Armenia – see Armenian text, 1.2.

2 Object of funding

In line with the specific key research areas of the BMBF and the State Committee of Science of the Republic of Armenia, applications may be submitted for the following research areas: 

· Biotechnology/life sciences 

· Nanotechnologies

· Material sciences

· Optical technologies

· Production technologies

· Health research

· Information and communication technologies

· Environmental technologies and sustainability research

Eligible expenditure for funding support includes that incurred for preparatory missions, project-related scientific expert exchanges and expert meetings as well as topical project planning workshops. 

Funding is to be awarded in particular for the development and expansion of scientific cooperations and the preparation and realization of joint cooperation projects between German and Armenian organisations and institutions. The aim of these cooperation projects is to contribute to the further development of scientific and innovative activities in the aforementioned research areas.

3 Funding recipients

In Germany, entities entitled to apply for funding include research institutes, universities and industrial companies (particularly small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)).(
German research institutes that receive basic federal and state funding are only entitled to receive project funding above and beyond their basic financing for their additional expenses under certain circumstances.
In Armenia – see Armenian text, Part 3
4 Funding prerequisites / Nature, scope and amount of funding 

Funding will be awarded with a budget of up to € 15,000 per project to finance joint preparatory measures for a duration of 12 months, distributed between Germany (maximum of € 10,000 per project) and the Republic of Armenia (maximum of € 5,000 per project). Funding is envisaged to start on 1 January 2013. 
Funding for German and Armenian applicants can be granted through project funding as non-repayable subsidies.

4.1 Germany 

Applicants are to become familiar with the EU Framework Programme for research within the context of the proposed national project; this familiarity is also in their own interests. Applicants are to check whether the proposed project features specific European components and, as such, allows for exclusive EU funding. Applicants are additionally to check the extent to which a supplementary funding application can be submitted to the EU within the context of the proposed national project. The result of these checks is to be briefly presented in the national funding application.

Funding for industrial companies is calculated based on the eligible, project-related costs, which are generally financed up to 50% depending on how practically oriented the project is. According to BMBF principles, these companies are required to provide their own adequate funding – generally at least 50% of the resulting costs eligible for funding.
Funding for universities, research and scientific institutes and comparable institutions is calculated on the basis of the eligible, project-related expenses (the eligible, project-related costs for Helmholtz Centres and the Fraunhofer Institute) that can be individually funded up to 100%.

The Community Framework of the EU Commission for state aid for research and development must be taken into account when calculating the respective funding ratio. This Community Framework grants different bonuses for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and collaborative projects which can, in some cases, mean that the percentage of funding is higher.

The following expenditure can be subsidised:

a) Exchange of experts and young scientists: For the funding of travel costs incurred by German project scientists, the following applies: 

Travel costs (for plane tickets: economy class) to and from the location of the project partner will be borne by the sending country; daily allowances will be borne by the host country.

As a rule, the foreign project partner is responsible for the provision of daily allowances for German experts abroad.

b) Exchange of experts and young scientists: For the funding of travel costs incurred by foreign project scientists, the following applies:

Daily allowances and domestic, project-related travel costs: Scientists’ stays in Germany will generally be subsidised for a maximum duration of 3 months per year by the German funding provider by means of fixed, flat-rate amounts in the amount of € 104 per diem or € 2,300 per month and of € 77 per diem for individual days of a follow-up month. Contributions towards health insurance and, if applicable, other insurance policies are covered by these flat-rate amounts and must be paid for by the recipient of the funding.

The travel costs to and from the location of the project partner will be borne by the sending country. 

c) Material expenses: 

Project-related material expenses (consumables, devices, business necessities, transport costs, literature, rent, orders etc.) may be subsidised to a limited extent in justifiable exceptional cases.

d) Workshops: 

Workshops with known partners, or those aiming to take advantage of new potential cooperations, can be supported as follows:

For the execution of bilateral workshops in Germany, material costs such as accommodation for foreign guests, transfers within Germany, the preparation of content, corporate hospitality and rental of rooms will be subsidised. The amount of the subsidy depends on the size of the event and the number of foreign guests. In these cases, no daily allowance (cf. b) will be paid.

e) Project-related costs for student personnel may be subsidised. 

f) Project flat-rate amount (20%) for universities and university hospitals 
https://foerderportal.bund.de/easy/easy_index.php?auswahl=easy_formulare&formularschrank=bmbf&menue=block 
g) In principle, personnel costs, except as detailed under e) above, and costs for conventional basic equipment will not be borne or subsidised, which includes the following:

· Expenditure for office materials or communication

· Laboratory and IT equipment.

4.2 Armenia (see Armenian text, 4.1)
5
Procedure

5.1 Involvement of the International Bureau of the BMBF and request for documentation

The BMBF has commissioned the International Bureau with processing the funding measures:

Internationales Büro des Bundesministeriums für Bildung und Forschung (IB) 

im Projektträger beim Deutschen Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt e.V. (DLR)

Heinrich-Konen-Str. 1

53227 Bonn, Germany

Internet: http://www.internationales-buero.de
Scientific contact person at the International Bureau:

Dr. Kirsten Kienzler

E-mail: Kirsten.Kienzler@dlr.de

Tel.: 02 28-38 21-1458

Fax: 02 28-38 21-1400

Administrative contact person at the International Bureau:

Andra Hoffmann 

E-mail: Andra.Hoffmann@dlr.de

Tel.: 02 28-38 21-1472

Fax: 02 28-38 21-1400

5.2 Submission of official funding applications and decision-making procedure

The funding procedure has two stages. 

In the first stage of the procedure, a project sketch must be submitted in German or English no later than 

15 September 2012

via the electronic sketch tool PT-Outline (https://www.pt-it.de/ptoutline/application/WTZ_ARM_2012). If submitted in English, a summary in German is required. 
The structure of the project sketch is the following:

I. General information including the thematic focus, title and summary of the project 

II. German project coordinator: contact details and further information 

III. Additional participating institutions from Germany and Armenia: contact details and further information 

IV. Project description, including a detailed work plan (Appendix 1) and a detailed finance plan with explanations on the individual items and a presentation of the planned self-financing (Appendix 2)

In the second step of the procedure, the applicants whose project sketches received a positive assessment will be asked to submit a formal funding application, if necessary working together with the designated project coordinator. A decision will be reached on this funding application following the final review. The formal funding applications are to be created using the BMBF's electronic "easy" application system. Forms for funding applications, guidelines, instructions, information and supplementary provisions can be accessed on the Internet at https://foerderportal.bund.de/easy/easy_index.php?auswahl=easy_formulare&formularschrank=bmbf&menue=block or requested directly from the project sponsor.

In the event of technical questions regarding Internet-based application (and not regarding the content of the announcement), please contact:

Internationales Büro des Bundesministeriums für Bildung und Forschung (IB) 

im Projektträger beim Deutschen Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt e.V. (DLR)

Maik Brattan 

Heinrich-Konen-Straße 1
53227 Bonn, Germany

E-mail: Maik.Brattan@dlr.de
Tel.: 02 28 38 21-1651

The submission date is an absolute deadline. As a rule, late applications can no longer be considered.

5.3 Evaluation criteria
The received funding applications will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

- Compliance with the key areas for the content specified in section 2 and adherence to the specified, formal conditions

- Qualification of the applicant and partners involved

- Technical quality, originality and actuality of the project

- Preparation of new partnerships and cooperation perspectives 

- Quality of the cooperation and added value for the partner institutions 

- Support for young scientists

- Scientific benefits and applicability of the anticipated results

- Appropriateness and necessity of the funding that has been applied for

For both Germany and the Republic of Armenia, a decision will be made after final evaluation of the application on the basis of the criteria specified above. The applicant will be informed in writing of the result of the evaluation.
In Armenia – see Armenian text, 5.1.
6. Other funding provisions

The “Allgemeine Nebenbestimmungen für Zuwendungen zur Projektförderung” (ANBest-P) [General Auxiliary Conditions for Grants Provided for Projects], the “Besonderen Nebenbestimmungen für Zuwendungen des BMBF zur Projektförderung auf Ausgabenbasis” (BNBest-BMBF98) [Special Auxiliary Terms and Conditions for Funds Provided by the BMBF for the Promotion of Projects on Expenditure Basis] and, for funding contracts on a cost basis, the “Nebenbestimmungen für Zuwendungen auf Kostenbasis” (NKBF98) [Auxiliary Terms and Conditions for Funds on a Cost Basis] will form part of a funding contract on an expenditure basis.
The BMBF reserves the right in individual cases to agree differing regulations from those specified in points 7 and 8 of the BNBest-BMBF 98 and/or points 12 and 13 of the NKBF 98 for the transfer of the right of use of the research results in the funding contract.
7. Coming into effect

This announcement comes into effect on the date of publication in the Bundesanzeiger (German Federal Gazette). 

Bonn, 1 June 2012 

German Federal Ministry of Education and Research 

( In accordance with the EU definition of SME: the category of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) is made up of enterprises which employ fewer than 250 persons and which have an annual turnover not exceeding EUR 50 million, and/or an annual balance sheet total not exceeding EUR 43 million. Within this category: Small enterprises are defined as enterprises which employ fewer than 50 persons and whose annual turnover or annual balance sheet total does not exceed EUR 10 million. Micro enterprises are defined as enterprises which employ fewer than 10 persons and whose annual turnover or annual balance sheet total does not exceed EUR 2 million. In general, most SMEs are autonomous, since they are either completely independent or have one or more minority partnerships (each less than 25%) with other enterprises (see 2.3.1, p. 16). If that holding rises to no more than 50%, the relationship is deemed to be between partner enterprises (see 2.3.2, p. 20). Above that ceiling, the enterprises are linked (see 2.3.3, p. 23)


Source: �HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/sme_definition/sme_user_guide_en.pdf"��http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/files/sme_definition/sme_user_guide_en.pdf� and � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/facts-figures-analysis/sme-definition/index_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/facts-figures-analysis/sme-definition/index_de.htm�





